
{*troittcitr,g F.sb W*rrcx r, ltilutt llfiasters
r#e are here fo an$lr€r your dog training questicns" Please email questions to

bob@muttmasten.com and hc will pick a crxrple to ans\t/er each rnonth!

People often asked nrc lmu' I ga* sarted in

my do* tr*ining career" -I *'*:i in the rigfil
piace at &e rigftr. tin.r*," I rumrld :eply. Ncw s{}nae 3$* yeus lat'er.-

and srnnc 3{i+ !-ortes tatei: t oft*n turuder i[ ffial uesfi"{ tht r*nulg phce

at the uTtrng tinrc"

Actually, I'*a:r wtrfliiry at K-9 Cc]*nr$lafid [krEs, de cr€i&al "'I)ont L'irr
in l-earl" dag ua;ning schtrul a-q I laenmel aide. IUv ht+;lr:i" tlle srreallcd
".Mastcr '[rain*rs,"' lurd trccome r€n]a*:#y s,ca*x alter ttrese pc{ice

di.lectitw tre*am s&n*irrg up askiug thean sunre vcry seritNrr crime related

qucstions (k seetlxd wry hoases rnay harc been one of the lirst perryIe

tn sse a csrlaim g'eilrleruart, iald trris kryr eale hox filkd with caslu htforc

he becunre a mis.sing ixrxm sr.:oiltic") This crcared a masrirt roid in tte
*orli^inBr e( lhe uuiniflg scft$r$ ald h]fill*ts. alttxrugh rhc rqsidcnt csnirw*'

{rfrey x*rtr tr*ined *es}, did m'-fly the conp' wilh tf*cm- Tfuere *as urly
D:rvid VirXin, a fiftce*-1ear<{tl uakiag a pr,dfussimal drg traincl* crlt-am*.

and mSsr!fl. lefi tor:re &rtke rktgr r#e uue tln &4s'czutukers. alxl eten

tlr{rug& tfser€ lr's*a$ Fry xe came diirgrot}y to tk lemnatrr fur tbcnl' Erall
the '{lsu bdisort"- r$aa felt sont {ir lr-r }lc r:anre to {x{kat a past dut
balanr"r- tx shut rlT lhe ektricit"" fcr nonpymeirt" I told him. if he slast

dolwr r.*u a$ryrna s*n4c.c. ne *rxld ttarie tc take care trf, ehe thgr ilt dle

de*- fu far as ge{thg ffIry Eemey frurn ut ahe carmgrarry.*' I told hinr.

'{krud l-uak!" 1 hadnt seen a 1qr*heck in three ruxrn&r! Ile kft lhe ser"--

ic* rm, ar,Nil rvrt{c ""1{s Acr.xs" tln his rt'rrrrl*rheet" trttro sa6 the elc"cuic

clrmp&ry dlCaft hatt a hearr?

5o, as I nas rtr{unteerlag xith my yrxnrg fri*nd Dav'id. cleaoing tle mt-
dscq-&erw*ns dyro-krrm'wlmq ru: ekterly EFmtb{nan slxrutd vrnedrirg
uo us &qrrn tlw erul rtrour kxrg clriwimy: Reaiizing tlral rte rvs,ne unahtre tu

lrcar r*{um nte was *ry{rg, *N rcaiizxng tlmu tllr wcre*'t ailxxl{ k} $ralk k} hirir

tu scr wht he uasted. fle up *le driu:r*ay &o w'here S6r'id s!*d

I *'ere w*kfury: tk mlw.krX at { psse a lrrtoire tlturkl ha*e had rw prr*rleul

koegrimg up with" Ewntu*!ll:, lre r.!€r-e *E:e-{o-[ace wi& a malty nice dd
ltraa. He i$tfit Hs ugain. "'Do yur baio dogsli" t respxded typicalll:, with'
crrt ihitkiog arxl s*id "'Surc!" I rur**d m [}arirl. "Illtrnl rrtT'

Ow mimrls frantlcatrly raced fur &e mxt dring to sry trut luckily rhe rnen

rontinwd *o dcsr"-ritrc his tab of xtx *rd rte rl€re sFarell the efirbars$s-

mexll (rur site.nt-Ir]-bc *:*; a sclelrtS"ish-Jear<rld mau- atxxl fil't fccr

somcthing dxrt, atxd ueig,t€d i& at {x r{a$eriflg hurd*xi pxmrxis' maybe-

llis Mal*rrute trc exgkined, *as a reatrtry uTrrxdcrful dog" ht#t friendly alxtr

ca!m- cxac6* *nrcn he trecanre excited cw I'ds r*;rlkr; in tvhich case he pulH
en $re letdr- It was becaus $ttis pulling pt#brn that he [elt tr ne*ds{

help Ar he cootirs]ed the gntbman ptrreded to ru{l up bis skerts ard
qlqo+ed lrrp arms tlrm *ere sn blac{s-*rd-hluc lhst I cannrx renae**ter see-

ing any wFeitc sp$tr" rlb bruises ran Iromju-* *ore ttr r+rist* inm wtrc

knorlt where ora tds [rody- N(} EXAGGF-R.4fi(}-\! I]avid arxl I were

specchlcss- t#e just hxrkerl at his a*rrm. ht*ed u erch <*irerl wd loo&ed at

his arm* agaln. I Fraxe s,oen heal{ricr survivsrs nf vit*e.mt c.rirnes than &is
rmarfs ptrSsiml crrrdiuon r*.whing ihxn taliing his t&;g oc his daily exer-cise

w*lh- I lmd e qff€ with thi* hatl*red cild rnam: he rcally rii<} rced help

but nr.y tlxngfils rmre with rtw nrental hralth rkporrment: What \tal hc

thinking as trri* dag Suftcon*d him?

Anywry, afur wme diatog, dlt grnthrnan trirlr'd us rtr hclp him t*ith
th€ traiming of hir tkg- lt tr.an &l he rx*r lrm drry uainiry ca*-arri rle
xreru p:;1'clerll rftb uut enterirry the re.aluu of prr$'antiormi dog training *nd

rr€ rr'ere lookiug iix"ward kl &t la{k *t hand- Ttrcn realiry slaq4!e{i"

He rerurned rvirh his &g; "a.txd w"haa n &gl ,{l*toog}t I canrxN remcn*rcr

his name. tr e\tsn rhe naut* of his &rg: I r.vill newr li{Set tkm" My llrst
pnfexio&rt dog training experienee viar an auth€ntir: clal:icl

lforttre sale uf the st{tty Il9 r:altr the {.rd lnan'Slarsrned-- as in "Slammed

again*t tle *ull." fll cain tle dog 
*Eltis= ar in'llie King-" arxt nl call *te

surry' '1lrc Ca:e ttrrtrle.4ccideutrl Assatdt & Battery-" Althfttgh Slammed

had a hause with a fencd-in 1ard, a really' niw larp ferced-in y*rrl he fclt

Envis neetled trr be uelked So relQiur$ Slmmed wefi for a x'tlk rrith
Elvi* and **rcn Eivii rlifinted rr iur€stigare rvhatvus in *r husln Shnnned

Ir/ent fixr lntr rhe hu'heri inrr elre treeri srtn lr*o parking meters ard other

$h.jtc{s too mrueruis E mcntir.rEl. '{.hrchl" *as crurpnrfe*rioral diryntxiis.

tr harr sincc ffntre $l karn that rrrc:t 1re*pte hare no a<;'eumte idea atnut

tflcirdk€s. Yes, oerytody sals llrey kna* thc'rcal" dq. but rtry feu'do.

This gcmtcma* kr*crv hir &4r" He *xr.* friendll:, calm and large- lrery [xrge!

IIis breedcr flIust hat€ treaned hiur u'ith steroids He was atrmost a hun-

dred-fifty prurdn Amd he *'at a 
.Tukly Bear.* I lexlk baek nu*' and apprt-

ciate the lack cS asserelr.eness rf our laid hmk friendly gianr llc wan just

rro hig ard strorq trr that rnanl m's* grxxl Sf corn'e. i[ Elvis w:x more

Iitw HwnidL arxxh*r h,lalu*ute Clas-sic, malile we ttouldn t hare stryd in
o*r newlbund profcssion-

'rb:" Darirt ans! I *tre successful in teuching Elvis nol to pull on a nallc,

evem wlren cxeitrd, and it f,slt grmd to he *rccessful. Ard yeq it felt gcnd

to help txit lhilt end nran rvtrr reaXl3' neetled lelp, but it hlt erqn better u'hen

he puid us!

Tlxt, by *K **y. is wlw mutkts -rur a prc*essional--rot that yer're 6n

expctt, just the fact drar serrnsrne 1rys yrul

frolt Warrex, auster d*g, trttintrlar norv llwn -10 -1'r.lrt i.s {)Pt'ntn.? (1

te+t lrxrl'liott ox At:ittlem-,: Bh'd. neur I4c*sru"
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